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Profitability: Western Style
By
Daniel Callahan

	I pride myself on being an influential player in the fashion industry. Although not as well known as J.C. Penny or Georgio Armani, my company, G.Khan, specializes in bringing what’s next in fashion, no matter the cost. We are leaders overseas for the rest of the industry in places such as China and India and whatever. I’m a designer at heart; I have other people who cover the details and policies of my company. I have been observing fashion trends over the past couple years, so I have learned how to stay on trend. The way forward is by raping the land of resources and depriving children of their childhoods. But hard work builds character, right? The next big thing will be something that takes at least 500 years to biodegrade. It’s a good thing we have time, right? It is with this knowledge that I predict what trend will come next. I believe it’s about time to start taking down trees to make clothes. I’m sure the likes of Topshop and Zara will agree. The obvious next step is to add to deforestation in order to make millions of shirts. Trees are a renewable resource, right? The shirts should be uncomfortable and should fall apart within a few weeks, but at the rate clothing consumption, I know that’ll be plenty of time for people to move on from their new garment. I think if we were to mix the tree fibers with some kind of plastic, such as vinyl or polythene, we could get some neon colours to bind with the material. You can recycle polythene, right? Neon colours make such great statement pieces, you know; I wish I could wear them all the time, but everybody notices if you wear the same neon shirt more than once. In this day and age, that’ll never do. To make the material neon, however, we’ll need to dye it. It takes about 20 gallons to dye 1 yard of fabric and it takes 1 and a half yards to make a t-shirt. If we’re going to be tentative with our product, then we can only make 20 000 shirts at first. That’s only 6 hundred thousand gallons of water. But water’s a renewable resource, right?
I’ve plugged the details of profit into my calculator, and if we keep the average price for shirts we can sell ours at $10. My financier has told me the retailer will want at least a $5 profit to sell the new tree/polythene shirts. Then about $2.25 will go to the tree shirt brand. Materials will probably cost around $1.75 and $0.70 will have to be paid for taxes and distribution. That leaves 27 cents for the tree farmers and 3 cents for the people who sew the shirts. I think that’s more than enough wages to get by in under-developed countries like Bangladesh, China, and the USA, especially if you’re only 6 years old.  Since our goal is selling quantity over quality, it will also leave me with enough profit to buy a second hot tub for my cabin! I love being in business! Nothing quite like the American dream!


